
Sunday 15 March  
4th Sunday of Lent 

 

Welcome! 
Come and See! Come and Grow! Come and Serve! 

The Catholic Parish of Chatswood 
94 Archer Street 

Chatswood 
NSW  2067 

Bringing the Light of Christ to the City: We Love; We Grow; We Serve 

當我在世界上的時候，我是世界的光  

若望福音 9:5  
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world Jn: 9:5 

  



Come and See! 

PO Box 1446 
Chatswood  
NSW  2057 

Office Hours 
Monday to Friday  
9.00am—5.00pm 

Office Phone:  9410 9000 
Emergency Calls:  0473 643317 

Instagram: ourladyofdolourschatswood  

Parish Priest: Very Rev Dr David Ranson VG  
david.ranson@bbcatholic.org.au  
Personal blog: davidranson.com.au 
Tuesday, Friday to Sunday 
Assistant Priest: Rev Fr Anselam Lakra 
anselam.lakra@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9028 
Tuesday to Sunday 
Assistant Priest: Rev Fr Hien Vu 
hien.vu@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9027 
Tuesday to Sunday 
Deacon (Transitional): Rev Mr Tan Nguyen 
tan.nguyen@bbcatholic.org.au 
Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday Morning and Wednesday 
Receptionist: Diana Tinambun 
chatswoodoffice@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9000 
Monday to Friday 
Administration and Facilities Officer: Kristha Mangahas 
kristha.mangahas@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9030 
Monday to Friday 
Parish Engagement Officer: Duyen Au 
duyen.au@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9035  
Monday to Friday 
Project Officer: Chloe Aylward 
chloe.aylward@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9021 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

Director of Music: Titus Grenyer 
titus.grenyer@bbcatholic.org.au 

9410 9034 
Thursday to Monday 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Angela Hague 
angela.hague@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9033  
Monday to Thursday 
Pastoral Support Worker: Mona Saouma 
mona.saouma@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9024 
Tuesday to Thursday 
Catechist Coordinator:  Karen Forbes 
karen.forbes@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9029 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
Youth Ministry Officer: Sienna Klarica 
sienna.klarica@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9026 
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Book-keeper: Amelia Lee 
amelia.lee@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9032 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
 
Our Lady of Dolours Primary Parent Engagement Coordinator 
Rebecca Molinaro:  rebecca.molinaro@dbb.catholic.edu.au 
Monday and Thursday 
 
Mercy College Parent Engagement Coordinator 
Annette Leahy:  annette.leahy1@dbb.catholic.edu.au 

Sunday Masses 

5.30pm Saturday evening Vigil Mass 
 
7.30am (followed by Morning Tea on 1st Sunday of the month 
at the PEW café) 
 
9.00am (Includes Children’s Liturgy of the Word on 1st, 2nd & 
4th Sundays, except on long weekends), followed by Morning 
Tea on the forecourt 
 
10.30am, followed by Morning Tea on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, and Community Lunch on the last Sunday. 
 
11.00am at St Peter’s Green Aged Care Facility, North Lane 
Cove (Note this is for residents only) 
 
5.30pm 
 
Filipino Culture Mass 
12noon, 1st Sunday of the month 
 
Indonesian Culture Mass 
7.00pm, 2nd Saturday of the month 
 
First Friday of the month: 6.30pm—8.30pm Divine Retreat 
Centre Healing Mass and Prayer 

Weekday Masses and Devotions 

Monday:   12.30pm 
Tuesday:   9.00am and 12.30pm 
Wednesday:   9.00am and 12.30pm  and 6.30pm 
   (The Sacrament of Anointing: after 
    each Wednesday evening Mass  
   and after 12.30pm the 3rd Wednesday 
   of the  month) 
Thursday:   9.00am and 12.30pm 
Friday:   9.00am and 12.30pm 
Saturday:   9.00am 

 
Morning Prayer: Tuesday to Saturday: 8.45am 
 
Rosary 
Monday: 11.45am (preceded by Divine Mercy Chaplet at 
11.30am); Tuesday to Saturday 9.30am; Monday to Fridays: 
1.00pm 
 
Thursday Adoration After 9am Mass, followed by Rosary 
then Divine Mercy Chaplet ends at midday with Benediction. 
 
Thursday Holy Hour with Exposition and Reconciliation 
7.00pm 
 
Saturday Morning: Reconciliation from 9.30am. 

mailto:david.ranson@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:aldrin.valdehueza@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:joey.frez@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:Kristha.Mangahas@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:angela.hague@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:maricel.malapira@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:amelia.lee@bbcatholic.org.au


From Fr David 

We acknowledge the Cammeraygal People of the Eora Nation,  
custodians of the land on which our parish stands 

and we commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of national reconciliation. 
 

As a Parish of Catholic Faith we are committed  
to  ensuring always a community of safety and care for all, 

especially for children, and those who are vulnerable. 

Dear friends 

We have lost two great parishioners recently. As we shared last week, God 
has called home, Binnie (Marianne) Tan. She will be farewelled at St 
Raphael’s Catholic Church, 82 George St, South Hurstville at 11.30am on 
Thursday 26 March. 

Last Sunday we received the news of the death of Peter Prior. Peter had 
been a gentle presence in our parish family for many years, and faithfully 
had exercised a ministry as one of our collection counters, diligently being 
present in our parish office of a Sunday morning even as his mobility 
diminished. We will greatly miss him! Eternal rest grant unto Peter, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him. Peter will be farewelled at Northern 
Suburbs Crematorium on Wednesday 18 March at 2.30pm. All are welcome 
to attend. 

Some of us may have recently had problems receiving our bulletin by email. This is because Email providers are 
increasingly treating bulk emails with attachments as unsolicited or potentially unsafe content. Bulk newsletter emails 
to @hotmail, @outlook and @live accounts have already been blocked by Microsoft. We are now looking at sending 
our bulletin not by an attachment but rather by a link to overcome this problem. We may soon need to change how 
we communicate and may need everyone to register again to receive the Newsletter. Stay tuned whilst we work out 
the best way forward. 
 
I am very happy to share that the final outcome of our recent Lunar New Year fundraising has been a $12,307.57 
contribution to our Pastoral Works Fund Appeal. This is a truly remarkable outcome and we are profoundly grateful to 
all our Catholic Chinese Association for their extraordinary work to enable the best celebration to date. 
 
We may recall towards the end of 2025 we invited everyone to participate in a Parish Pulse Survey to provide us with 
feedback on a variety of experiences in our parish’s life. This was a very significant undertaking which resulted in 408 
contributions with some 15,000 responses to all the questions. This means that around 30% of our Mass attendees 
participated. Brendan Tertini has done a stunning job bringing the results of the survey together into a 64 page 
dossier. We will soon be in  position to share this with everyone, and to invite engagement with the themes that have 
emerged. Again, we thank everyone for their involvement and we look forward to introducing the outcomes at a 
weekend shortly after Easter. 
 
We are also in the process of introducing a new look Parish Bulletin –more professional and streamlined. We have 
been working on the template for this now for some weeks, and Duyen our Parish Engagement Officer, has been 
experimenting with its development. The ‘new-look’ bulletin may appear even next weekend or the one after! All our 
existing information will be found there albeit in a slightly different ordering. 
 
May we continue to support each other with our prayer as our journey of Lent unfolds. 



From Japan to the PEW 

Our parishioners who joined the pilgrimage to Japan last month have returned bearing some religious mementos 

from places they visited. Most items are from local churches in Nagasaki Prefecture, known as the “Rome of the 

Orient”, that survived centuries of persecution, and where St Paul Miki and his 26 companions were martyred. 

The items include Japanese-made rosaries from the Immaculate Conception (Urakami) Cathedral, and carvings 

ornaments from churches in Hirado and Hiroshima. These very limited items are available for sale at the PEW Gift 

Shop this weekend after each Mass or after the 12:30pm Mass on weekdays. 

Come and See! 

Refurbishment on our Reconciliation Room 
has commenced. For a long time it has had 
challenges in respect to the Confessor being 
able to hear and interact with the Penitent. 
We hope that its new design will overcome 
this problem and make the room a more 
pleasant experience for the celebration of the 
Sacrament.  
 
Thank you for your patience whilst the works 
are being undertaken. 



Come and See! 

Our topic at our Seniors Morning Tea this week was How to Prevent a Stroke,  

presented by Henry Ng from the Stroke Foundation. 

Congratulations Jo Karaolis! 

The Ku-ring-gai Council Women’s Leadership and 
Inspiration Award celebrates local women who are 
making a real difference in our community. It 
recognises those who show leadership, speak up for 
others and are committed to creating a more equal 
and inclusive society. 

This award is part of Council’s ongoing commitment 
to gender equality and women’s empowerment. It 
recognises and celebrates the achievements of 
women in our community who are driving positive 
change, whether through their work, volunteering, 
or everyday actions that inspire others. 

Anny Widagdo and Gillian Hawkings recently celebrated 
milestone birthdays! They received a special blessing at 

our 10.30am Mass last Sunday! 



Come and See! 

 



Come and Grow! 

Stations of the Cross during Lent 
 

We will pray "The Station of the Cross" every Friday at our church. We will gather together to join in the 
suffering of Christ on the hill of Golgotha that the Lord walked,  and meditate on the "Passion and Death of 
Jesus", while as we preparing for the Feast of the Resurrection of Jesus, 
 
Dates :   20 March, 27 March 
Time :    11:30 AM and 7:00 PM 

Our Lady of Dolours Parish Book Club 2026 
 

You are warmly invited to come along to Our Lady of Dolours Parish Book Club.  We meet once a month, and the 
next meeting for 2026 is at 7.30pm on Friday 10 April. It’s a great opportunity to meet other parishioners, and 
to share and deepen our understanding of Catholic spirituality under the guidance of Father David.  
 
This year we will focus on St. John Henry Newman who is the most recent Doctor of the Universal Church - 
declared by Pope Leo XIV on All Saints Day in November 2025.  Newman is the 38th Doctor of the Church, and 
sits alongside Augustine, Acquinas and Thérèse of Lisieux.  His religious story is one of immense interior struggle 
as he converted from Anglicanism to Catholicism.  Those struggles continued long after his conversion, as he was 
viewed with suspicion for some time by both Anglicans and Catholics.  He was a prolific writer with remarkable 
foresight – and many of his theological ideas were subsequently taken up by Vatican II, particularly in relation to 
the role of the laity in the Church.  While he died in 1890, his writings remain as relevant today as ever. 
 
As we delve into the spirituality of Newman, we will read Newman:  The Heart of Holiness by Roderick 
Strange.  It is available to purchase online (including via e-book and audiobook, whichever version you 
prefer).  We will develop a more detailed plan for the year at our first meeting: 6.45pm on Wednesday 4 March 
in the Magnificat Room. 
 

Please note participants will need to purchase the book 
Copies wont be available from the parish office. 



Come and Grow! 

 
Lent is not just a time for fasting but is a 

 time for Feasting on the Infinite Love of our 

Redeemer. 

Come to feast on the Love of this  

Tremendous Lover 

 
Date: Saturday 21 March 2026 

Time: 3-4:30pm 
 

Venue: Magnificat Room  
(Enter by Kirk Street.) 

 
Language Medium—English 

 
Pls. reply by email to  

srdamianspc@gmail.com  

or phone message 0410002270) to facilitate 

the arrangement of seats.  Thank you. 

mailto:srdamianspc@gmail.com


Come and Grow! 

On 7 March, our parish was blessed to 
hold its first Women’s Retreat, themed 
“With Mary at the Foot of the Cross.” 

 
About 50 women gathered during Lent to 
reflect on John 19:25–27, pray the Rosary 
of Our Lady of Sorrows, and spend time in 
Eucharistic Adoration and Reconciliation. 
 
It was a grace-filled day of quiet prayer, 
walking with Mary in her sorrow and trust, 
and preparing our hearts for the hope of 
Easter. 
 
We are grateful to Fr David and all who 
made this day possible.  
   

Thankyou 
Kind regards, 

 
Charmaine Wan 

Our next Praise and Worship Night is coming up and we'd like your 
help! We are looking for volunteers to assist on the night. If you 
are over the age of 18, have a Working With Childrens Check, and 
are keen to lend a hand - please email Sienna at 
Sienna.Klarica@bbcatholic.org.au 

Our First Saturday Public Rosary Team 
following the Rosary prayed on Saturday 7 
March. 

 
 
Over the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays of Lent, 
our Elect (those who are to be baptised at 
Easter) gather at our 10.30am Mass for the 
celebration of “The Scrutinies” - ancient 
prayers for deliverance and protection.  
 
We continue to keep our catechumens in 
our heart and prayer in these weeks a the 
end of their long period of preparation and 
as they prepare to become Christians in our 
Catholic Tradition. 

mailto:Sienna.Klarica@bbcatholic.org.au


Reflections on St Patrick’s Day 2026 
Gerard Ryan 

 
On Tuesday 17 March we celebrate St Patrick’s Day – celebrated by the Australian Catholic Church as a solemnity 
(our highest-ranking feast day). 
 
St Patrick was born Maewyn Succat in Britain of Roman parents and, when about 16 years of age, he was 
kidnapped and taken to Ireland as a slave.  He worked there as a shepherd for around 6 years, giving him time to 
deepen his relationship with God, despite it being a land of druids and pagans.  In St Patrick’s words “The love of 
God and his fear grew in me more and more, as did the faith, and my soul was roused … I prayed in the woods and 
on the mountain, even before dawn”.  St Patrick escaped after having a dream from God in which he was told to 
leave Ireland by going to the coast.  There he found some sailors who took him back to Britain, where he reunited 
with his family.  He studied for the priesthood in Europe, was ordained by St Germanus, took the name Patrick 
(Patricus in Latin) and was made a Bishop.  He had another dream in which the people of Ireland were calling out 
to him “We beg you, holy youth, to come and walk among us once more”.  So St Patrick returned to Ireland as a 
missionary and spent his life travelling through Ireland where, with the help of his followers (and despite the risk 
of starvation, death or imprisonment), he converted the pagan population to Catholicism (hence the legend of 
driving the snakes out of Ireland) – baptising thousands, ordaining priests, and building many churches and 
monasteries.  He is the patron saint of Ireland.  His life is known from his Confessions (a spiritual autobiography 
which reveals his love of God and trust in Him throughout the challenges of his life) and his Letter to Coroticus (a 
denunciation of British mistreatment of Irish Christians).  He is believed to have used the three-leafed Shamrock to 
explain the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit).  The words of the Christian hymn St Patrick's Breastplate (also 
known as the Deer’s Cry) are attributed to St Patrick.  This was a prayer for protection on a journey – legend has it 
that when the druids sent bandits to kill St Patrick that all they could see were deer. 
 
Few would deny that the history of the Australian Catholic Church in its first 2 centuries since the arrival of the first 
fleet in January 1788 is very much built on Irish Catholicism given the large percentage of Australian parishioners, 
priests, nuns and brothers of Irish birth or ancestry.  The history of Chatswood parish very much reflects that.  
Chatswood was initially part of Pymble parish and became its own parish in 1910.  Before that, the Sisters of 
Mercy (founded by Catherine McAuley in Dublin) started Our Lady of Dolours school in 1890 in a combined 
church/school building and started a second school (St Catherine’s) in 1905.  They would later merge and then 
much later subdivide into the schools we now know as Our Lady of Dolours primary school and Mercy Catholic 
College.  Our first parish priest was Fr William Barry from County Cork in Ireland who had studied at all Hallows 
seminary.  He would later become Archbishop of Hobart.  He was succeeded by his brother Fr Thomas Barry (later 
Monsignor) who had also studied at All Hallows.  (Their brother Fr John Barry, who studied at St Patrick’s College 
Maynooth, became Bishop of Goulburn.)  A new church/school building dedicated to Our Lady of Dolours was built 
in Chatswood in 1895 and extended in 1901 but it was soon outgrown.  It would later be partly demolished and 
then used as a school hall (including for Irish Dancing classes) and later a library until 2001 (when it was fully 
demolished).  Fr William Barry planned the building of our current church and Fr Thomas Barry oversaw the 
building work – with the church opening to much fanfare in 1921.  The Barry brothers were educated by the 
Christian Brothers in Ireland (founded by Edmund Rice in Waterford) and they remained close.  So it was only 
natural that when the need arose to build a high school for the then working-class boys of Chatswood that Fr 
Thomas Barry approached the Christian Brothers.  The new school opened in 1937 as Christian Brothers College 
with Br Richard Baptist Quirke from County Cork as its first principal.  In 1954 it was renamed St Pius X College, 
following the canonisation of Pope Pius X.  My Dad Phil Ryan was a foundation student.  Fr Thomas Barry was 
succeeded by Fr Joseph Bowers from Dublin.  He was succeeded by Irishmen Fr William O’Flynn and then Fr Leo 
Murphy.  In 1953, Fr Thomas Harrington (later Monsignor) became our first Australian born parish priest (albeit 
carrying a fine Irish name).  He retired in 1973 and died in 1979.  As an Altar Boy at his funeral on 14 March 1979, I 
recall being driven in the funeral car through his guard of honour which stretched all the way up Archer Street and 
around the corner into Ashley Street.  Monsignor Harrington would complete the vision of the Barry brothers by 
building the current sanctuary and transepts in our church, which opened in December 1961.  Modern Chatswood 
reflects the fact that in recent decades Australia has welcomed people from all around the world.  However, we 
still have a number of families with Irish surnames or ancestry, with some having been here for more than 100 
years. 

Come and Grow! 



Join us every 
Saturday at 7.30 pm 
to pray the rosary 
for vocations.
Https://Zoom.US/J/8034195601
Meeting ID: 8034195601
No passcode required

Enquiries:  0466 961 240

Come and Grow! 

There was a time when Catholic schools closed on St Patrick’s Day and the children attended a sports carnival.  
Some decades ago, our parishioners and school members would fill Willoughby Town Hall for the Annual St 
Patrick’s Day concert, complete with Irish music and dancing.  Many Sydneysiders will gather this year for the 
annual St Patrick’s Day parade on Sunday 15 March at 11 am in the city (with dancers, musicians and others 
marching from Martin Place to the St Patrick’s Day festival at Circular Quay and the Rocks) and the annual St 
Patrick’s Day Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral on Tuesday 17 March at 10 am (which is usually live-streamed).  Many 
churches will sing “Hail Glorious St Patrick” as one of the hymns at their Mass on St Patrick’s Day. 
 
Whether you celebrate St Patrick’s Day because you are Catholic, have Irish ancestors or both, have a very Happy 

St Patrick’s Day (and don’t forget to wear something green).  (St Patrick was originally associated with the colour 

St Patrick’s blue, but this later changed to green).  Let us all celebrate and give thanks for the enormous 

contribution which people of Irish heritage and/or Catholic faith have made to the Australia that we live in today 

 







Every year at Christmas we celebrate the Birth of Jesus and the Resurrection of Jesus at Easter.  But why?  

What makes Jesus so special that we remember him year after year – for over 2000 years?  

 

Come and explore this question and other big questions about life, faith and meaning, as we journey in Alpha 

together in 2026 at Our Lady of Dolours Catholic Parish of Chatswood.  

Alpha is an introduction to Christian faith, which assumes nothing.  If you’ve never read the Bible, never 

prayed, never been to church before –  then Alpha is for you.  

But it’s also for you if you’ve been coming to church for a long time, maybe your whole life – but you’ve still 

got questions.  

In each Alpha session we have a meal, watch a video and then we have a conversation about what we’ve 

watched.   We ask questions and together we work out the answers.  

We’ll be offering Alpha once a week on Mondays commencing on 20 April 2026 – we meet at 7:00pm 

(for dinner) and finish by 9:15 pm 

We’d love you to come!  Please feel free to bring a friend who might also like to know more about Jesus!  

Let’s explore life, faith and meaning together in 2026!  

Registration is essential (for catering purposes). 

For more details – and to register – go to:  

https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/chatswood/ministries/alpha  

Any queries? Please contact: Gillian 0412 373 324; Email: gillian-hawkins@bigpond.com 

Come and Grow! 

 



 NORTH SHORE DEANERY SOCIAL JUSTICE FORUM 

 
Next Thursday our parish will host the first North Shore Social Justice Deanery forum at 7.00 p.m. in Harrington 

Hall. All are welcome. This is an opportunity to meet people from neighbouring parishes who like us are seeking to 

be the face of Jesus in their communities. There will be a time of sharing what each parish is doing and a time for 

simply getting to know each other and making friends with other parishes. Parishes from North Sydney to Waitara 

are invited so tell your friends in other parishes to join you at this social justice event. If social justice is your 

interest or your charism, do come along. 

Come and Serve! 

Above: Last weekend a group of parishioners 
travelled to Regent Park for a Trivia afternoon in 
support of ATLAS, Australia Timor– Leste Ad-
vancement Society with whom our parish has 
partnership in the support of education of young 
women in Timor. 
 
Right: Our parish Catechists last Sunday receive 
a blessing at our 9.00am Mass and rededicate 
them to the ministry of catechesis as the new 
year gets underway. 



Come and Serve! 



 Life  Is  For  Everyone     
 

 
 
For everyone life begins at the moment of conception when a unique individual comes 

into being in the mother’s womb. This new life is destined to grow and developed in the mother’s womb in that 
most special bond between mother and baby until it is born and enters into a new stage of life.   For many howev-
er life will be ended just after only some weeks as a result of the pernicious and barbaric procedure of abortion 
which deliberately and intentionally invades the womb of the mother to kill the unborn baby. 
 
EVERY ABORTION KILLS AN UNBORN BABY.  The destruction of the unborn must end. 
 
HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE PRO-LIFE MOVEMENT AND HELP PROTECT THE UNBORN FROM ABORTION.   
 
Prayer daily for the unborn: 
 Heavenly Father, we come before You with hearts full of hope, trusting in Your divine plan for every unborn 

child. May Your love and protection surround them, guiding their journey from the very beginning. Grant wis-
dom to parents and caregivers and let Your light shine upon those who advocate for the voiceless.  We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, your son.  Amen. 

 
 You can also join our Rosary for the Unborn every Thursday at 8 pm via Zoom, meeting ID 8034195601. 
 
By supporting only those politicians who will support policies that will protect the unborn and defend the right to 

life.  Please write to the Premier, Hon Chris Minns, Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney 2000.  Sample 
letter:  Dear Premier, I/we am/are appalled by the laws supported by you that allow for the ending of the life of 
the innocent and helpless unborn baby without regard to its dignity and the human right to which it should be 
entitled.  I/We request that you act with haste to amend our laws to ensure that the life of the unborn is pro-
tected and that their mothers are provided assistance to meet the demands imposed on them by bringing a 
child to birth and caring for it.   

 
 Using the same words (or your own words if you prefer), write to the NSW Leader of the Opposition, Kellie 

Sloane, also care of Parliament House. 
 
Provide financial or practical support to women who are facing an unexpected pregnancy and experiencing diffi-

culty after childbirth – https://teresascentre.com.au 
  
Join in rallies and processions that give public expression to the dignity of the unborn babies and their mothers.  

The next rally will be the procession for The Day of the Unborn Child on Sunday 22 March at 12 noon from St 
Mary’s Cathedral. 
 

For those suffering post abortion trauma, you can get help from Rachel's Vineyard:  
Confidential line 0400 092 555 or email rachelsvineyardaus@gmail.com 
 
By becoming a member of the Dignity Pro-Life Alliance you can help us overcome the assault on the life of the un-
born by engaging in one or more of the activities listed above.  In this way you can also extend support to those 
women suffering or grieving as a result of the decision of having an abortion.  
 
To sign up as a member of Dignity Pro-Life Alliance, please go to https://tinyurl.com/contactprolife and fill out the 
form or forward your name and contact details to aikimtan10@gmail.com or contact us on 0466 961 240. 

Come and Serve! 

https://teresascentre.com.au
https://tinyurl.com/contactprolife
mailto:aikimtan10@gmail.com


Come and Serve! 

PRO LIFE = PRO LOVE 
 
Possibly the most quoted passage from the bible is that 
taken from the 3rd Chapter of St John’s Gospel ““For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.”  In this passage God tells us that life flows 
from love, so it is that the pro-life movement arises 
from love, that love which God calls us to in the great 
commandment “Love God and love your neighbour”. 
 
The pro-life movement seeks to overturn those laws 
that we presently have that allow for the killing of the 
unborn baby by the horrendous act of abortion.  It also 
seeks to overturn the pro-abortion mentality that 
places the self-interest of fathers and mothers above 
the expression of love in the begetting and raising of a 
child.  Behind these actions is the concern of love that 
seeks to convert hearts from self-serving to self-giving.  
Pro-creation and motherhood have been so denigrated 
in our society yet it is in the giving of life that we have 
the greatest expression of human love.   
 
We are currently at a pivotal time with the 40 Days for 
Life, praying outside Parliament House  (7am – 7 pm) 
extending throughout the duration of Lent and the Day 
of the Unborn procession on Sunday 22 March which 
involves a peaceful and prayerful procession from St 
Mary’s Cathedral to Parliament House in Macquarie 
Street. Both events are organised by Family Life 
International.  All parishioners who are able to do so 
are encouraged to participate in these activities.  We 
are invited to do so as a demonstration of our concern 
for love, particularly a love that extends to parents and 
their children.   
 
On Friday 20 March at the Light of Christ Centre at 
Waitara Cathedral at 7.30 pm, Australia’s most 
prominent pro-life advocate, Dr Joanna Howe, will be 
giving a talk on “How Do We Make Abortion 
Unthinkable in Australia”.  If you value life and wish to 
see the attack on the unborn cease, you will find this 
talk educational and informative, and hopefully this 
will lead you to becoming active in the pro-life 
ministry.  Please visit (308) Dr Joanna Howe - YouTube 
 

In order to give practical expression to our love, pa-
rishioners are invited to provide financial support to 
Teresa’s Centre to assist those women confronted by 
the difficulties arising from a pregnancy and the rais-
ing of children.  Visit Teresa's Centre – Compassionate 
Guidance for Pregnancy Choices or see poster details 
in the church foyer near the electronic board.  So 
great was Jesus’ love for us that he gave up his human 
life in order that we might obtain eternal life.  By par-
ticipating in the pro-life movement you can make a 
sacrificial act of love to give life to the unborn and 
support their parents, and in so doing, turn our society 
away from self-serving to self-giving which involves 
the most noble expression of the human heart. 
 
To join our Dignity Pro-Life Alliance, please ring us on 
0466 961 240 or visit https://prolife.gotomary.com 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@DrJoannaHowe
https://teresascentre.com.au/
https://teresascentre.com.au/
https://prolife.gotomary.com


Around and About 

Catholic Schools Broken Bay (CSBB) is delighted to 
announce that a new K-12 Co-educational College is 

being established in Pymble from 2027.   
 
The setting for the proposed new College, Siena Catholic 
College, is the existing school sites of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succour Catholic Primary School, West Pymble, and Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Primary School, Pymble. Students in 
Kindy-Year 4 will be located on the West Pymble site, and 
students in Years 5-12 will be located on the Pymble site.  
 
 While Siena Catholic College will be a K-12 school, there 
will be an annual intake of new Year 7 students, with the 
first intake commencing in January 2027.  This means that 
students completing Year 6 in any of our CSBB primary 
schools will be given preferential consideration for enrol-
ment at Siena in Years 7-12.   
 
Families are warmly invited to attend the Siena Catholic 
College Open Days in March 2026 to meet key staff, hear 
about the vision for the new College, and explore the facili-
ties and programs that will be available.   
 
For further information visit the Siena website https://
www.sienadbb.catholic.edu.au or email 
us at sienacatholiccollege@dbb.catholic.edu.au  

https://www.sienadbb.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.sienadbb.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:sienacatholiccollege@dbb.catholic.edu.au


Our Serra Association invite us to remember one of the bishops, priests and deacons in our Diocese  
in our prayer each day during March 2026 

Around and About 

◄ February March 2026 April ► 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

            1 
Fr Teody Medina 
SOLT 
  
  

2 
Fr Brian Moloney 
  
  

3 
Fr Paul Finucane 
Fr Paul Durkin 
  
  

4 
Fr Bogdan 
Skupien 
Fr Eliseus Shin 
  
  

5 
Fr Chima Ofor 
Fr Marek Woldan 
  
  

6 
Sister Agnes Dinh 

7 
Fr Philip Thottam 
MSFS 
  
  

8 
Fr Grzegorz 
(Greg) Skulski 
  
  

9 ) 
Fr Bronislaw 
(Bronek) 
Pietrusewicz SDS 
  
  

10 
Fr Ryszard 
(Richard) Sa-
dowski SDS 
  
  

11 
Fr Zygmunt 
Smigowski SDS 
  
  

12 
Fr Bill Stephens 
  
  

13 
Fr Harry Kennedy 
  
  

14 
Fr Stephen Hamil-
ton 
  
  

15 
Fr Rex Curry 
  
  

16 
Fr Jack Robson 
  
  

17 
Fr Stan Skibicki 
  
  

18 
Fr Robert Brogan 
  
  

19 
Fr Geoff Bugden 
  
  

20 
Sister Marea Ross 
rsj 
Sister Ann Duncan 
rsj 
  
  

21 
Sister Josefa Ma-
bini OSA 
  
  

22 
Sister Jennifer 
Canillas OSA 
  
  

23 
Deacon Shayne 
D’Cunha 
  
  

24 
Seminarian 
Matthew French 
Deacon Tan Ngu-
yen 
  
  

25 
Seminarian 
Victor Atuhura 
Deacon Huy Tran 
  
  

26 
Fr Robert Craw-
ford 
  
  

27 
Fr Carmelo Scibe-
ras 
  
  

28 
Fr Jim Tierney 
  
  

29 
Fr Clem Hill 
  
  

30 
Fr Terry Johns 
  
  

31 
Sister Damian Lai 
  
  

  

 
SERRA VOCATIONS MINISTRY 

OUR VOCATIONS MASS AND DINNER MEETING  WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2026  
AT OUR LADY OF DOLOURS CHURCH 94 ARCHER STREET CHATSWOOD 

COMMENCING WITH MASS AT 6.30 PM 
 

OUR MASS CELEBRANT WILL BE FATHER DAVID RANSON VICAR GENERAL AND PARISH PRIEST OF CHATSWOOD. 
  AFTER DINNER FATHER WILL BE OUR GUEST SPEAKER. 

THE TEACHING OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING”. 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME, SO PLEASE COME AND SEE. 
For catering purposes kindly telephone Anna Leung on 0478 083 116 or email annayytleung@yahoo.com.au or telephone 

Terry Scanlan on 0438 887 295 or  
email terry_scanlan@bigpond.com if you are planning to attend. 

file:///C:/Users/David.Ranson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3UMBWXVF/Serra%20Vocations%20Prayer%20Calendar%202026.docx#February_2026#February_2026
file:///C:/Users/David.Ranson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3UMBWXVF/Serra%20Vocations%20Prayer%20Calendar%202026.docx#April_2026#April_2026
mailto:annayytleung@yahoo.com.au
mailto:terry_scanlan@bigpond.com


Parking at our Parish 

Parish Information 

Supporting our Parish Financially 

Donation for Description  BSB   Account Number 

Clergy Giving (First collection) Chatswood Parish Pastoral Revenue A/C 062-784 100001606 

(support for Clergy)       

        

Parish Giving (2nd collection) Chatswood Parish Working A/C 062-784 100001609 

Planned Giving by EFT &       

general donation to Parish       

(support for Parish operation)       



Parish Information 

Our Meeting Room Schedule This Week 

Please note that there may be last minute additions to this table.  

Day Date Occasion Time Location 

Wednesday  18 March Serra Association Mass,  
Dinner and Talk 

6.30pm Magnificat Meeting 
Room 

Thursday  19 March North Shore Social Justice 
Forum 

7.00pm Harrington Hall 

Saturday  21 March Lenten Seminar  
by Sr Damian Lai 

3.00pm Magnificat Meeting 
Room 

Monday  23 March Primary School Retreat Day   

Thursday—
Saturday 

26-28 March Simon Carrington Lenten 
Retreat 

7.00pm Magnificat Meeting 
Room 

Saturday  28 March Visit of St Mary’s Canossian 
School Orchestra Hong Kong 

5.30pm Church 

Sunday  29 March Palm Sunday   

Upcoming Events in our Parish 

Start Date Start Time End Time Subject Location 

16/03/2026 3:00 PM 6:00 PM Hub of Hope 4:00 - 5:30pm Magnificat 

17/03/2026 10:00 AM 12:00  Bible Discussion group St Paul 

  10:00 AM 12:00  Lenten Reflection with Deacon Tan Magnificat 

  4:00 PM 5:00 PM Website ReVamp Meeting St Peter 

  7:00 PM 8:30 PM Lenten Reflection with Deacon Tan Magnificat 

  7:00 PM 9:00 PM Filipino Choir Practice Harrington Hall 

18/03/2026 9:30 AM 11:00 A Practise Language and Conversational English ( Magnificat;  

  6:00 PM 9:00 PM Serra Mass, Dinner and Talk Magnificat Room 

  6:30 PM 8:00 PM CIC Indo Instrument practice Harrington Hall 

  7:00 PM 9:00 PM Exploring the Faith St Peter 

19/03/2026 11:00 AM 4:00 PM Playgroup Chatswood Parish  Magnificat 

  7:00 PM 9:00 PM North Shore Deanery Social Justice Event Harrington Hall 

20/03/2026 8:30 AM 3:30 PM CCD-BB Reflection/Spirituality Day St Paul; Magnificat 

  9:30 AM 11:30  Meditation Group [AET 10am-11.15am] St Peter 

  3:00 PM 4:00 PM Website ReVamp Meeting  St Peter 

  5:00 PM 8:00 PM Choir practice  St Peter 

  6:30 PM 9:00 PM Indonesian Religious Night Gathering St Paul 

  6:30 PM 9:30 PM Family Group gathering  Magnificat 

21/03/2026 8:30 AM 11:30  Private Booking Harrington Hall 

  10:00 AM 12:30  Legion of Mary @10.30am St Peter 

  2:30 PM 5:00 PM Sr Damian Lai's Lent Seminar @3pm Magnificat 

  7:00 PM 9:00 PM Korean Bible Class  St Peter 

22/03/2026 9:00 AM 10:30  TG's Choir Practice St Paul 

  9:00 AM 11:30  Children's Baptism Session 10-11am [In-person] St Peter 

  1:30 PM 3:00 PM Christian Meditation group St Peter 

  4:30 PM 9:00 PM Cornerstone and Keystone Youth Group @6.30-8.30p Magnificat 



Our Mass Schedule and church Schedule this Week 

Parish Information 

Monday 16 March 12.30pm Monday of 5th Week of Lent 

Tuesday  17 March 9.00am, 12.30pm St Patrick, Solemnity 

Wednesday 18 March 9.00am,,12.30pm, 6.30pm Wednesday of 5th Week of Lent 

Thursday 19 March 9.00am, 12.30pm St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Friday 20 March 9.00am, 12.30pm Friday of 4th Week of Lent 

Saturday 21 March 9.00am  Saturday of 4th Week of Lent 

Sunday 22 March Usual Times 5th Sunday of Lent 

Start Date Start Time End Time Subject 

16/03/2026 9:00 AM 10:00 AM Mercy- School Assembly 

 10:00 AM 11:30 AM Funeral AV Test- T/L Ivan Zacj 

  11:30 AM 12:00 PM Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

  11:45 AM 12:15 PM Rosary (Cenacle MMP) 

  12:30 PM 1:00 PM 12:30pm Mass 

  2:00 PM 4:00 PM Organ practice SC (silent) 

  4:00 PM 5:30 PM Hub of Hope Liturgy 4:30-5pm 

17/03/2026 9:00 AM 9:30 AM Mass 

 9:30 AM 10:30 AM Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

  10:30 AM 12:00 PM Funeral Ivan Zajc by Fr Anselam  

  12:30 PM 1:00 PM 12.30pm Mass 

  2:00 PM 2:45 PM OC Organ practice 

18/03/2026 9:00 AM 9:30 AM Mass 

  9:30 AM 10:30 AM Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

  12:30 PM 1:00 PM Mass 

  1:00 PM 1:30 PM Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick (3rd Wed of Month after Mass) 

  1:00 PM 2:00 PM ROSARY & allow Mass to wrap up 

  6:00 PM 6:30 PM Mass set up 

  6:30 PM 7:30 PM Evening Mass of Hope/ Serra Vocation Mass 

  7:30 PM 9:00 PM Organ practice SC (silent) 

19/03/2026 9:00 AM 9:30 AM Mass 

  9:30 AM 10:30 AM Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

  9:30 AM 12:00 PM Adoration and Exposition  

  12:30 PM 1:00 PM 12.30pm Mass 

  1:00 PM 2:00 PM ROSARY & allow Mass to wrap up 

  2:00 PM 2:45 PM OC Organ practice 

  7:00 PM 8:00 PM Holy Hour Adoration 

20/03/2026 9:00 AM 9:30 AM Mass 

  9:30 AM 10:30 AM Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

  11:30 AM 12:30 PM Stations of the Cross @11.30am 

  12:30 PM 1:00 PM 12:30pm Mass 

  2:00 PM 3:00 PM OLOD Station of Cross Practice  

  2:00 PM 4:00 PM Organ practice SC (silent) 

  7:00 PM 8:00 PM Stations of the Cross @7pm 



For those recently deceased: 

Eric Rapisardi; Maria Christina Labalan ; Peter Charles Prior; Binnie (Maryanne) Tan; Robert Cantwell; Pui Yee 

Yeung; Francis Moey; Darren Eng; Joe  Salgado; Reynaldo Alovera; Margaret Fernandes; Phillip Rochfort Fiet Marie 
Widyasurya; Eva Barion (Marte Tagle’s sister); Kenny Tsang; Francesca Di Mento 
 
For those who are sick: 
Alexander Papandrea; Leo Papa: Evelyn Azar; Bruce Meppem; Ely Herft; Augustine D’silva; Catherine M Chan, 
Mirjana Marinovic; Mellita Jones; Daniel West; Ying Leong Fong; Rosetta Lo Presti; Celine Robinson; Rafael 
Senedrin; Gina Marotta; Deysi Villanueva; Ervita Wiroatmodjo; Almira Christina Chen; Mary Oakley; Eugenia San 
Gabriel; Jim Dennis; Jeremy Moon; Ley Peng Tan; Lody Herlianto; Chet Catapang; Mila Fidel; Onni Wong; Victor 
Chun Kau Ng; Carmel Villanueva; Delfin Mendoza; Irene Margaret; Laila Haddad; Thomas West; Lucy Rodriguez; 
Gillian Hawkins; Sr Marie Dayton; Judith Ryan; Maria Taylor; Ban le Llamas; Sally Hawkins; Donna Fernandez; 
Allison Roberts; Zac Vlasic; Helen Coutts-Trotter (sister of Terry Meagher); Teddy Malapria; Kristen O’Loan; Mitch 
East; Victor Villanueva Herriquez; Johnson Siu; Joseph Bonnici; Bill Piper; Gerard de Leon; Carlos de Leon; Bonnie 
Leung; John Triog and family; Esther Grant and family. 
 
For those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 
Sr Marie Elizabeth; Edna Kenna  Corsino Vicoy Sr; Maria Bui Thi Phap; John Luxton; Aida Freeman; Edward Mendes; 
Moh Har Yip; Magdalina Bolingot Shirley Greathead; Elizabeth Shin’ John William Arblaster. 
 
Birthday:  Lydia Manlangit 

 

• Upcoming Adult Baptism on Saturday, 14 March 2026 at 3.00pm: Michael Henderson 

• Upcoming Funeral for Ivan Zajc on Tuesday, 17 March 2026 at 10.30am. 

• Upcoming Wedding for Michael Henderson & Natalia Reyes on Saturday, 21 March 2026 at 2pm. 

Please Remember in our Prayer 

Our Altar Flowers this Week  
 

Flowers at Our Lady’s Shrine  
are in loving memory  

of the late Warren Farr  
(birthday 17 March 1943) 

 
 


